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Narrowing the gap 
 
 --- what gap? 



3 Millennium Development Goals (UN, 2000) 

1.  Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
2.  Achieve universal primary education 
3.  Promote gender equality and empower 

 women 
4.  Reduce child mortality 
5.  Improve maternal health 
6.  Combat HIV and AIDS, malaria and other   

 diseases 
7.  Ensure environmental sustainability 
8.  Develop a global partnership for  development 
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To start, we first must recognize 
The non-sustainability of a world that operates 
currently with a 10:90 split / gap (where 90% of 
research funding goes to diseases affecting 10% of the 
global population) 
 
The existence of the Millennium Development 
Goals, was set in 2000 amid a flurry of idealism 
and hope 
 
Disappointing movement towards achieving 
these 2015 goals 
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Focusing on 
DISPARITIES 

  Among others, these raise 
 profound questions of 
  JUSTICE, FAIRNESS 
 EQUITY 



6 6 Ethics & Justice Dimensions of Climate Change  
November 6, 2007 (Courtesy J. Patz) -- Cartograms 
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The Spirit Level: why great equality makes 
societies stronger 
Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett (2010)  

http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/resources/short-film 
 
Why Equality?  The Evidence  

Physical Health  
Mental Health 
Drug Abuse 
Education 
Imprisonment 
Obesity 
Social Mobility 
Trust and Community Life 
Violence 
Teenage Births  
Child Well-being  
Equality Not Growth  
Rich and Poor Countries  
Equality and Global Warming 

http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/resources/short-film
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/physical-health
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/physical-health
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/mental-health
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/mental-health
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/drug-abuse
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/drug-abuse
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/education
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/education
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/imprisonment
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/imprisonment
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/obesity
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/obesity
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/social-mobility
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/social-mobility
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/trust-and-community-life
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/trust-and-community-life
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/violence
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/violence
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/teenage-births
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/teenage-births
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/child-well-being
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/child-well-being
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/equality-not-growth
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/equality-not-growth
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/rich-and-poor-countries
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/evidence/rich-and-poor-countries
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/equality-and-global-warming
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/why/equality-and-global-warming


8 GINI COEFFICIENT 
Is a measure of statistical dispersion most 
prominently used as a measure of inequality of 
income distribution or inequality of wealth 
distribution.  It is defined as a ratio with values 
between 0 and 1.  
A low Gini coefficient indicates more equal 
income or wealth distribution, while a high 
Gini coefficient indicates more unequal 
distribution. 0 corresponds to perfect equality 
(everyone having exactly the same income), and 
1 corresponds to perfect inequality (where one 
person has all the income, while everyone else 
has zero income).  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statistical_dispersion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Income_inequality_metrics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Income_inequality_metrics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wealth_condensation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wealth_condensation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ratio


9 Selected countries GINI % 
Japan           24.9   United Kingdom 36.0 
Sweden         25.0  Iran                      43.0 
Germany      28.3           United States       46.6 
France          32.7   Argentina            52.2 
Pakistan       33.0   Mexico                 54.6 
Canada         33.1   South Africa        57.8 
Switzerland  33.1  Namibia               70.7 
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13 13 The “I  = P * A * T” Identity 
“INTEGRITY” EQUALS “POPULATION” TIMES 

“AFFLUENCE” TIMES “TECHNOLOGY” 
 Ehrlich's & Holdren, 1971  

Exposes bias and self-interest when “North” blames 
“South”, and vice versa 
We must recognize our collective interest on this 
fragile planet and, whether we are “North” or 
“South”, we all have to change our ways in rather 
profound ways if our goal is “sustainability”   
Else, it is like rearranging the deck chairs on the 
Titanic as we approach the iceberg that causes us to 
sink 



14 

Life boat ethics, leading to 
gated communities and 
fortress nations as disparities 
continue to widen and we 
become increasingly  
polarized 



15 The Story of Stuff (21 minutes) 

 
http://www.storyofstuff.org/movies-
all/story-of-stuff/  
 
Discussion to follow 

http://www.storyofstuff.org/movies-all/story-of-stuff/
http://www.storyofstuff.org/movies-all/story-of-stuff/
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  Questions? 
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