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Proponents of the concept of ecological integrity argue that it is a 
necessary component of global governance on which the 
sustainable future of the planet and its inhabitants depends. This 
book presents the latest research and current thinking on the role 
of ecological integrity in support of life on Earth and the 
importance of governance for the common good, or the benefit of 
all. 

The book considers whether present forms of governance support 
the common good, or whether they are endangering its very 
foundations. It explores the connection between consumerism and 
capitalism, the destruction of natural resources and with it, the 
elimination of many of the ecosystem services that support life in 
general, and human life in particular. Chapters focus on the 
defence of human rights, and in particular the rights to key 
resources such as food, water and general health/wellbeing, as 
well as energy and security. 

Topics covered include climate change, biodiversity, migration 
and conflict resolution, with approaches from various perspectives 
such as politics, ethics, sociology and law. Overall the book 
provides a stimulating insight into the multifaceted debates 
surrounding ecological integrity, global governance and 
sustainability. 
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The ecosystem approach embodies a concept of the environment which 
emphasizes the integrated components of nature as complex adaptive systems. 
This book examines the relationship between the architecture and design of 
environmental law and the implementation of the ecosystem approach as a 
means to maintain ecological integrity. The main issue addressed is: in which 
manner and to what extent does fragmentation and administrative discretion in 
environmental law impede the implementation of an ecosystem approach? 
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It is increasingly argued that a focus on environmental sustainability is 
fundamental to effective and equitable governance, and ultimately for the good of 
mankind. This book argues that, in the face increasing environmental challenges, 
it is essential to recognise the role that ecological integrity has played, and must 
play, in governance for environmental sustainability in order to ensure the future 
survival of life on earth.  
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